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cepted. Arjan wrote a third letter marked No. 3
and told the messenger to give it to none save
the Guru in person. Prithia waited for the
messenger, but the latter hid and evaded him.
Then the messenger made his way to the Guru
and gave him the letter. He also told him
how Prithia had intercepted the other two missives
and pointed to the No. 3 as proof. When
Prithia came, the Guru asked him for the other
two letters. Prithia swore that he had lost
them, but the Guru knew by his inner wisdom
that they were in the pocket of Prithia's coat,
then hanging from a peg in his bedroom. He
sent a servant for Prithia's coat and found in one
of the pockets the missing papers. After this ex-
posure the Guru refused to name Prithia his suc-
cessor. He sent for Arjan from Lahore. When
Arjan came, his father said, 'Guru Amardas dec-
lared that the Guruship was the reward of merit.
As only he who is lowly and humble-minded can
claim it, I grant it to thee.' With these words he
formally installed Arjan as his successor.
Prithia bore badly his supersession and spoke so
offensively to and of his father that Guru Ramdas
ordered him out of his sight, saying, 'Thou art a
Mina (robber). My Sikhs will not obey thee ; they
will never associate with thee/ After expelling
Prithia, Ramdas left Amritsar and went to Goindwal
and there feasted his closest followers. After the
feast he addressed them and bade them accept Arjan
as their Guru. To Arjan he gave the express com-
mand to complete the two tanks at Amritsar. In
August 1581 Guru Ramdas passed away amid great
sorrow; for he was much beloved. The poet